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Carnival 60 begins this coming 
Saturday with the Torch Parade 





ORANJESTAD - Newly ar- 
nved visitDrs slaying tliiDugh 
Sunday have the opportunity 
to enj oy the first ma] or event 
of Aruba's Golden Jubilee 
Carnival, tins coming Satur¬ 
day evening, January 11, 
firom 3:0D PM until 2:00 
AM - the Fakkeloptacht 
- or Torch Parade. 

This the first of 
dozens of joyful parades,, 
pageants and parties that 
compnse Aruba’s Carni¬ 
val season which will 
end on March 4. Tlie pro¬ 
cessions will fill the 
streets of Qranj estad with 
music and costumed 
dancers This year, being 
an important landmark 
carnival, organizers an¬ 
ticipate exception partic- 
ip all on. 

The Torch Parade is 


particularly popular as 
slanders are ready to 
come Carnival, 
and this yeans a very 
important landmark 
for tlie island tradi¬ 
tion. It IS a delight¬ 
ful, casual affair, 
with most groups 
garbed in colorRil 
themed tee-shirts 
that have been art¬ 
fully decorated. 

Tlie logo tee shirts 
declare group affilia¬ 
tions and are usuallv 
accompanied by wild 
and amusing hats and 
accessories. It is an 
evening when all are 
welcome to join the 
fun and dance in tlie streets 
unfettered. Tliere will also be 


a chance to meet last year's 
Carnival royalty, who will 
soon abdicate m favor of tins 
year’s contest winners 
competing fortliese cov¬ 
eted titles of Queens, 
Kings of Tumba, Ca¬ 
lypso and Roadmarch, 
and Prince and Paiicho 
(the jester.) 

Tlie parade will start 
at the western outskirts 
0 f Oranj e stad on tlie L G. 
Smith Boulevard 

Groups will gather 
and organize on the serv¬ 
ice road across fi'om 
Valero station. 

Cofiti/tiiedanjjaffe 2 


Today’s Lotto will pay 1.4 million to 

a lucky winner 


ORANJESTAD -- Tomght, players of the 
Aruba Lotto’s Mini Mega have a chance of 
winning the whopping piize of 1.4 .million 
Aruhan floniis if they play the Mini Mega 
and the Mega Plus combination. 

Last Friday's draw of the Mini Mega had 
as winning numbers 03-14-13-16 and the 
Mega Ball was 12. Unfortunately, no one 
had these numbers, hence there was no win¬ 
ner and the jackpot grew to Afls, 1,050.000, 
and witli tlie Mega Plus one can win an ad¬ 
ditional Afls. 350. DOO wliich bnngs the total 
draw to Afls. 1.40 0, DOO for toniglit, January 
7, 3014! 

With only 5 Aruban flonns a ticket can 
participate in tonight's millionaire draw and 
with an additional 2 Aruban flonns, you gel 
the Mega Plus ticket Tins gives you the op - 
portunity of becoming a millionaire with 
Aruba’s Lotto. Aruba’s Lotto supports 
sports across the island! 




Sub-zero arctic blast 
strikes US 



CHICAGO (AfP) - Dange¬ 
rously cold arctic air swept 
across a huge swatli of the 
United States yesterday, mak¬ 
ing travel treacherous, forcing 
schools to close Eindprompting 
officials to plead with residents 
to stay indoors. 

A shift in a weather pattern 
known as tlie “polar vortex“ 
triggered a drastic drop in tem¬ 
peratures to lows not seen in 
two decades, and coincided 
with wind chill wainings in 
much of the east of the coun¬ 
try. 

Comeitown, Montana re¬ 
corded the lowest wind dull 


value so far at -d3 Fahreniieil 
(-53 Celsius) while Noith 
Dakota, South Dakota and 
Minnesota were not much 
warmer. 

For compodTison, this was 
SIgiuhcandy colder tlian the 
South Pole, wluch recorded a 
wind dull reading of -29 
Falurenlieit (-34 Celsius). 

Even the typically temper¬ 
ate Deep Soudi was feeling the 
dull with a hai'd fi'eeze warn¬ 
ing threatening crops and live¬ 
stock. 

Continued on page 6- 
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Movru 

ffiflin • lOpm bh Svflday-fhpntfcqr 
- Jam Ish Friday A Safvrdfly 
Phme ntfnber 586>3904 


NOW Serving 

Breakfast 

lunch and dinner 
seven days 
a week« 


AH you can eat 
pancakes 
16.99 


- 2Eggs ^Toast 


iAcrosi from fiodisson 

The Hi-Rjse Hotel District 


io most 
& boachos" 


Unlimited 
Refills ^ $0.79 


5 Burgers Aruba 


Burgers, Fries.. & More! 


Carnival 60 begins this N.V. ELMAR pleased with first 
coming Saturday ... phase of Solar Park at the Airport 


Cont/nifed from p^ge 1 



The paiade ^vlll wend its way 
along the shore front to the Las 
Americas traffic circle fronting 
Cas di Cultura and then turn up 
the Vondellaan to the Wtl- 
helnuiiatraat (at the Banco di 
Canbe} to end on tlie Aveiiida 
Milio Cross, at Cnckel Field. 

Tins route will afford island 
viators the opportunity to view 


die parade eaily in tlie evening. 
Combine the event with dis¬ 
covering on of the many fine 
restaurants along the route, 
some of winch will provide a 
front row seat to tlie festivities. 
Make an evening of it in Oran- 
jestad and enjoy this antlientic 
hit of island cidture, a memo- 
rahie way to top off a night out. 



* Altractive Rates 

* Fast & Friendly 

* Service 

* Free Road Map 



Compact Size - Autoinat ic/AC 


Fees + taxes includedlJ 



Economy Size - 
Fees + taxes incliidedf! 


Call us for 
FREE Pick-up 

583-0200 


ORANJESTAD - Just re- 

ceiilly Director of N.V. 
ELMAR, Robert Hennquez, 
together vnth the company's 
Business Development Offi¬ 
cer, Elthon Lampe, visited the 
Solar Pai'k project at the 
Queen Beatrix Airport. Tliis 
project IS 111 its first phase of 
conslniction. Hieproj ect is an 
investment of 11 million US 
Dollars. Hiey were able to ne¬ 
gotiate a Power Purchase 
Agreement (PPA) with the 
PFix Company. Hie PFix 
Company in turn is working 
together with ALBD and 
Croon (botli la cal compames). 
Hiese local companies are ex¬ 
perts 111 constructioii and in 
the in stall ati Dll o f slectncity. 

Hie solai' Park, in essence, 
IS an expression of the vision 
of sustainability ofAiuba. The 
add ed h ene fit o f the proj ect is 
that it will provide shade for 
automobiles parked at the air¬ 
port. 

Hie construction is in its 
first phase and consists of as 
many as seven phases. The 
roof for the solai'panels at the 
aii'port pai'lctog lot is the first 
af its t 5 ^e in our region and 
will defimlely become an icon 
in tlie Caribb eaii, according to 
Robert Hennquez. N.V 
ELMAR IS very pleased to 
have such a proj ect under tlieir 
Eupemsioa wliich will defi¬ 
nitely have an added value for 
aur airport. 

According to Hennquez, 
the proj ect IS expected to gen¬ 
erate a great de^ of electricity 
to cover all the consumption 
for the entire airport dunng 
the day in its peak production. 
CalculatiaiiE indicate that the 
solar panels will generate 
more tlian 3 Megawatts of 
power, winch is the equivalent 
of the consumption for 5Q0 
homes. 

Hie solar pai'k is definitely 
a symbol reflecting Aruba's 
commitment to sustainable 
energy 




Ro bert H enriquez 


ELMAR'S role IS one of su- According to the develop ers, 
pejAnsion of the project and the park will be totally fi.mc- 
eventually will interconnect tional in the month of May 
the park with ELMAPJs giid 2014. 
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BING0! 


MONDAY, TUESDAY & SATURDAY • 4PM | FRIDAT* 5PM 

^ TOTAL OF *1,500 IN CASH PRIZES! 

I _ 

^6 for 9 games includes the Powerball. 

Buy a stamp for ®2 to double your prizes. 

[(inililiJin; opfly. Marxigunanr lasaim all rtgtih. Jw 6 mamhai' of Trd|> Cluh' la parlicipnlO'. Muil ibe ] 8 raan af eu olijar. fby rMppnsitily va^.'ganibleruiaan^aus.a^, 



TROPIC AN A ENlEaUINMENT CASINOS | TRQPICANACASINQ-S.COWi 


rmncfiMi;: 


MOnTBLELT 


OCSiOlCA'NA 


<mmm: 


6C96QICAHA. 




MTCH Kinnv 
uiiuk-uaiv 


CLUB et CASINO 


J.E. IRAUSQUIN DLVD. 3^18 
Arijbfl, Dut<h Cfl riEibi>ni‘| 
troTiacubafom 


Clinton WTiitfield Foundation donates 


to local projects 


ORANJESTAD -- Recently dation (CWF) made a dona- 
the Clinton Whitfield Faun- tion to four organisations 


working an tlie behalf of our 
community either on behalf 
of those in need or for chil¬ 
dren. 

Dunng a very friendly, in¬ 
teresting and educatiYe 
evening, all tlie orgamzalions 
give a resume of tlieir volun¬ 
tary work in the community- 

The Clinton Whitheld 
Foundation was established 
June 3rd, JOQS by Mrs. Mosa 
’^AThitfield m honor of her de¬ 
ceased husband, Clinton 
Wbitfreld. Tliey created a 
fund to accomplish goals set 
by them. 

Tins year tlie fallowing or¬ 
ganizations received dona¬ 
tions fi’om the Funds created 
by the Clinton Whitfield 
Foundation: United Farces 
Foundation for their ^'Un 
Pasco Pa Bo," project, Tlie 
Red Cross for their " Paranda 
di Bocliiiicha” project, sports 
clubs SV Estudiantes and 
Sport Club United. 

The Board of CWF was 
extremely pleased to help dif¬ 
ferent organisations on the is¬ 
land with a donation. 

The Board of the CWF 
consists of Harold P..ereira, 
president. Giant onto Muller, 
treasurer, Joyce Pereira, sec¬ 
retary Carlo s Alb situs, mem- 
ber. Indr a Anthony-Pereira, 
111 emb er, M el am e K elly, 
member and Daisy Lopes, 
member. 

Tlie Bo ard expressed their 
satisfaction for the work 
being done by the organza- 
tions that received support 
fi'om them. Their efforts and 
volunteer work towards our 
young people and those in 
need is very noble and neces- 
Scuy. Tliey trust that tlie or¬ 
ganizations will continue 
their excellent work and wish 
them success. 




US-based Caribbean 
newspaper names Sparrow 
among People-of the-Year 



Sfinger Francisco aKa TfTC Mighty Sparrow 


NEWYOF.K -ACanbbean 
publication here has named 
several Canbbean personali¬ 
ties, including calypso legend 
the Mighty Span'ow^ pop- 
singing super star Pdlianna, 
winner of The Voice reality 
show, Tessaiie Chin and the 
world’s fastest man Us am 
Bolt, among its top 10 
“Canbbean People of the 
Year.” 

In its January 3-9 edition, 
the Brooklyn-based weekly 
newspaper, Xanbbean Peo¬ 
ple said Sparrow; whose real 
name is Slinger Francisco, is 
“one of the greatest entertain¬ 
ers of all times. 

“Known as the ‘Calypso 
King of the World\ he is one 
of the best known and most 
successful calypsonians,” it 
said of Sparrow, who is con¬ 
valescing in a rehabilitation 
center in Queens, New York. 
He has been hospitalised far 
the past three months after 
going into a coma on Sep¬ 
tember 22 

According to the Brook¬ 


lyn-based Tnmdad and To¬ 
bago Weekly, Sparrow took a 
break fi’om therapy over the 
Chnstmas holiday at the 
High Land Healtli Care Cen¬ 
ter in Queens, New York, and 
“spoke for a long time and 
even sang”. 

“Tell my fans and tlie pea - 
pie 0 f T&T they b etter watch 
out because Sparrow is com¬ 
ing to town,” Trinidad and 
Tobago Weekly quoted lum 
as saying. “And Fm coming 
out dancing, people think it 
will be Santa; but, when they 
look closely, they will see it 
is Sparrow,” he added. 

Sparrow, 7S, who has been 
perfomiing for more than 
four decades has been having 
health challenges for the p ast 
tliree years. 

Tliese include undergoing 
surgery in 3010 to treat a 
nght inguinal hernia that had 
caused him to cut short per- 
fonnances in Tnmdad and 
Tobago and in the Umted 
States because of excruciat¬ 
ing pain while on stage 
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Counsellor from Indian 
Embassy visits Aruba 



EmmastraEit tfS-PlazEi Margarita 
[>owntciwn 

HotjtS- 9;30 till 6:313 pm IMonThru Sat> 
Phane: (297)5aa-S40ti 


BOSS 

HUGO BOSS 


Lots of interest for upcoming Cafe the 
Plaza Quiz Night Series 





OP.ANJESTAD -- Tht new 
Quiz Niglil Senes at Cafe the 
Plaza IS starting on Tuesday, 
January 7, and judging from 
tlie many enquiries, it will be a 
full house once again Spon¬ 
sored by Aruba Wme and 
Dine, it IS a fun event dunng 
which every on e^s knowledge 
of a wide array of subjects is 
severely tested. Sometimes the 
questions are easy, sometimes 
really, really hai'd. A music 
round as well as a picture 
round are on the menu every 
single week. Tlie series of 
seven Tuesday evenings is 
pi ay ed by teams S 0 me 0 f th eir 
names keep popping up regu¬ 
larly as winners, such as Syn¬ 
ergy, Purgatory, Bier Hier aud 
tlie team of Jan-Hein. But now 
and then a suiprise wiimer 
comes forward: it could be 


your team I 

Snacks and prizes, with 
grand prizes for the overall 
Winners after two months of 
playing, make tlie Tuesday 
nigilts into a festive happening. 
So get a team together and 
come and play at Cafe the 


Plaza at tlie P.enaissance Mai'- 
ketplace. Come early, as the 
house fills up really fast: dur¬ 
ing the last senes tliere were 
sometimes 13 teams battling it 
out! The Qmz Ni gilts stall at S 
pm sharp 



Recentfy the Coanseffor from fndian Embassy at Caracas 
Mr. C. B. Thapilyai visited Aruba. During his visit, Mr. 
Thapfiyai met the director and deputy director of Foreign 
A ffairs in Aruba to discuss ideas of common interest in 
the field of trade, trainings and o&ter mutual reiations. Mr. 
Thaptiyai also met the Indian community members and 
the board members of Indian Associadon of Aruba in a 
cocktail evening hosted by lAA for this purpose. Finaffy 
Mr. & Mrs. Thapiiyal were recognized with a hwihi sou¬ 
venir dock from Aruba as a memory of his visit to Aruba. 
Photos above show Mr. & Mrs. Gupta presenting gift to 
Embassy Counsellor Mr & Mrs. Thapiiyaf; iAA Board with 
Mr. St Mrs. Thapiiyaf and Group of lovely Indian Ladies. 
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US: Mexican cartel leader 


TEL 587 339? • AT THE LA CABANA BEACH RESORT & CASINO 


Church: Martyred bishop should be 
patron saint of abuse victims 



Bishop Frans Schravon 


arrested in the Netherlands 



Joae Rodtigo Af^ckigOrGranboa 



YOU RECEIVE 1 FREE PARLAY TICKET 

FOR EVERY $20 OR MORE BET ON ANY SPORTSBOOK WAGER 


• NO POINT SPREAD • SIMPLY PICK THE WINNER OF ALL GAMES ON THE CARD 
- MOST WINNERS WINS ■ PRIZE IS SHARED EQUALLY WHEN THERE IS A TIE 

AWG 500.00 WEEKLY PRIZE FOR MOST CORRECT, 

AWG 1,000.00 BONUS - FOR GETTING ALL GAMES CORRECT 

AWG 100 00 ADDED TO BONUS EVERY WEEK THAT 

THE BONUS IS NOT PAID 

* All free Parlay cards rmiat be in 30 minutes before tbe start of the first game or the weekly card. 

" parlay card will ba iasLiad far every SpprtaboOk bat pf $20 or more - 25 pOirta pn Gfampiur Club Card. 

■ One ticket per $20 bet or more. 

* Players with the most correct garries win. Prize money will be divrded between all winners in the event of a tie 
' Managen-ient reserve* all rights to cancel or alter this promotion at any time. 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - A 
Mexicaii man descnbed as an 
all&ged 1 ead&r o f the po wefftil 
Sinaloa drug syndicate has 
been detained m the Nether¬ 
lands on a US arrest warrant, 
US authorities said on the 
weekend 

Jose Rodrigo Arechiga- 
Gamboa also known as "Chino 
Antrax" and "Norberto 
Sicairos-Garcia," was arrested 
last week at Schtphol Aiip ort in 
Amsterdam, the office of the 
US attorney for the southern 
district of California, based in 
San Diego, said in a statement. 

A federal grand jury m San 
Diego returned a sealed indict¬ 
ment on Deceinb ei’ ?D chai'gmg 
Areclnga-Gamboa with con¬ 
spiracy to import and distribute 
controlled substances. An ar¬ 
rest warrant was issued the 
same day 

Arecliiga-Gamhoa was ar¬ 
rested at tlie airport "under a 


HILVE RSU M - - The temp era- 
ture reached 14.5 Celsius attlie 
De Blit weather station neai' 
Hilversum yesterday making 
it the wannest January d since 
records began tu 1901 

Tester ay is also tlie second 
wannest January day ever Tlie 
current record dates to 199j 
when a temperature of 15 1 
Celsius was recorded in De 
Blit. 

Weather forecasters say a 
new record for January 7 is 


fiaudulent name as he deplaned 
firoin KLM flight bSd firoiii 
Mexico City Mexico to Ams¬ 
terdam," tlie statement read. 

US officrais are seeking his 
extradition to face charges in 
southern California. 

Tie main leader of the 
Sinaloa cartel, based m die 
western Mexican state of die 
same name, is Joaquin "El 
Chapo" (Shorty}Guzinan. 

Guzman escaped fi'om a 
Mexican pnson in 2001 and is 
now the drug trafficker most 
wanted by US officials. He is 
also considered by Forbes as 
the most powertil cnminal on 
the planet 

More tiian 77,000 people 
have been killed tu Mexico in 
connection with organized 
■:rime since now former presi¬ 
dent Felipe Calderon launched 
a nationwide war against the 
drug cartels after taking office 
in 2006 


likely to be set today. At tins 
time of yeai' it is normally 
around 5 Celsius. 

So far this winter thei’e have 
been just five nights when the 
temperature dipped below 0 
By tliis time of year on average 
diere have been 15 nights of 

fi'OSt. 

Although the temperature 
will drop later m the week, 
there is still no sign of fi'ost 
and snow m the long term fore¬ 
casts 


THE HAGUE (AFP) - A 
IXUch Catholic bishop burned 
alive m 1927 by Japanese 
troops for protecting Chinese 
girls from rape may become 
the patron saint of sex abuse 
victims worldwide. 

Frans Wiertz, who is bishop 
of Pn-oermond in the southeast¬ 
ern Netherlands, has sent a 
dossier to the Vatican request¬ 
ing martyred bishop Frans 
Sichraven be beatified, one step 
away firom becoming a saint, 
tlie bishopric said on its web¬ 
site yesterday. 

Bishop Wiertz ’“suggests 
that he be considered as the pa- 
ti'on saint of victims of sexual 
abuse", it said. 

Dutch-bom Schraven was 
killed m October 1927 in 
Zheng ding, IdQ miles (260 
kilometers) south of Beijmg, 
for not handing over Chinese 
girls the invading Japanese 
army wanted to turn into sex 
slaves also known as "comfort 
women". 

Tie 200 girls were among 
around 5„000 people who had 
sought refuge at Schraven's 
bishopric soon after the start of 
die the Sino-Japanese war. 

According to witness ac¬ 
counts, when Japanese troops 
came to ask for die girls, 
Scliraven said: "You can kill 
me if you want but you will 
never get what you ask for." 


The so Idlers returned hours 
later, handcuffed Schraven and 
eight other priests, doused 
them in petrol and burned 
them alive. 

“Fortunately diere are peo¬ 
ple in die Church who chose 
die right side, who condemned 
abuse and who sacrificed their 
lives when it was necessaiy" 
Wiertz wrote. 

“There have m recent years 
been many reports about abuse 
within the Church. It's shame¬ 
ful to see iJiat even the faithfijl 
can be guilty of such tilings," 


he said. 

Tens of thousands of people 
were victims of sexual abuse at 
the hands of the Roman 
Cadiolic church in die Nether¬ 
lands between 1945 and 2000, 
with an independent commis¬ 
si, on identifying SDQ alleged 
perpetrators 

Prolific sexual abuse by 
priests has shaken die Catholic 
church ill recent years, inclu¬ 
ding a stnng of paedophile 
scandals from Austria to the 
Umted States. 



Your Source for Local Maws In English 

ADVERTISE 

In THE MORNING NEWSl 

Call office NOW @ 5889517 cir 

email: themor n I itg ne wBamb^gmai I nGom 

Pick up your printed copy from MON. — SAT. at different 
locations all over the islar^d or 

visit us ontine: i¥ww^themornlngnewsaruba.coiii 

Caya G.F, Botico Croat 111 



Monday was second warmest 
January day on record in the 
Netherlands 
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H Lb Fresh Fish USS lOiS ARs. 19.0Q 

{Inclitctes: 4-pc ftinchi, fried plantains french, firtes, creole sauce & pickled oriiions) 

'h Lb Fresh Shrtmps USS 15.40 APIs. 27.00 

{Indudes: 2-pc futiclii, fried plantains french fries, tartar sauce A pichled enicns] 

Calco "Conch" in Creole or garlic sauce US$ 2170 APIs. 38.00 

{Includes: Rice, colesiaw, french hies 8 fried plantain] 

Panfri&d Lobster 6 oz. US$ 2 (IhO 0 APIs, 35,00 

{fncludes; Ric&, coleslaw, french fries & fried plantain} 


Special Plates 

Chto Sate US$ 10.85 AFIs. 19,00 

(Indudes: frendi fries ^ peanut ^auce) 



Fillet IVlignon 5 02 (Angus) USJ 18.30 A|s. 32.00 

(Indndes: Rice, coleslaw french fries &. fried dantai n'i ^ 

Extra sida orders US$ 3.00 Afis. 

(Rice, c&Iealaw, frenchfrles^, frifld pl^ntaln^ 

Ask for the Soup 


Italiestraat # 50 (Orange Plaza) 


Closed on Motideys 


Monster waves slam into 


UK, France after US 

storm 



People watch and photograph enormous waves as they 
break, on Porthcawl harbour, Soifth Wales, yestercfay. 


LONDON -- Huge waves ha^^e 
battered soulkem and western 
CO ants oftlie UK, as forecast- 
eTS warn exposed areas could 
see a fresh round of flooding. 

Waves ofiip to 27ft (Sni) 
were recorded off Land's End, 
Cornwall. 

The environment secretary 
sard seven people had died and 


1,700 homes had been flooded 
in England due to storms and 
fi 00 ding in December Etnd Jan¬ 
uary. 

There are cun'ently ttiree 
severe floo d warnings in place 
in England and travel by road 
and rail is being Int. 



FRANCE, Biarritz: A picture taken on January 6, 20i4 in 
Biarritz, sotfth western France, shows the Grand Plage 
as a storm brings strong winds. (AFP PHOTO) 


Ian Joo 


r* 


L 


ik^ ^}ndlliin (^tUl k&uje 


Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Arul>a - Tel: 5860941 


Sub-zero arctic blast 
strikes US 


Dinner 

Monday * Sunday 
6:00 -11:00 p.m 


Canada 
plunges 
into a 
deep freeze 


OTTAWA (AFP) - Extreme 
coldm Canada yesterday dis- 
mpted flights and school 
classes, caused widespread 
power outages and created 
havoc on roads. 

Temperaftnres as low as 
minus 50 degrees Celsius (- 
5S Fahrenheit) with a wind 
chill -- colder than the sur¬ 
face of Mars -- plunged the 
western R'atries region into a 
deep freeze, heightening 
risks of frostbite and hy- 
pothemiia. 

Toronto, Montreal and the 
capital Ottawa braced for a 
flash freeze with tempera¬ 
tures forecast to drop as 
much as 40 degrees in less 
than 24 hours, after locals 
awoke to unusually warm 
temperatures (above fi'eez- 
ing) and rain 

Environment Canada 
warned of "ti'eacherous" tra¬ 
velling conditions 

"Extreme caution is ad¬ 
vised for pea pie heading out¬ 
doors," the government 
agency said "Exposed skin 
may freeze in less than five 
minutes." 

One in ten flights fl'om 
Toronto's international air¬ 
port were cancelled. And 
hundreds of car accidents m 
central Ontaiio and Quebec 
provinces were blamed on 
slick loads and fierce winds. 

Hiis comes after Toronto 
area residents continue to re¬ 
cover fi'om an ice stonn that 
left 300,000 hydro customers 
m the dark over the Christ¬ 
mas holidays. 

More than 30,000 resi¬ 
dents of the Atlantic island 
province of Newfoundland 
meanwlule were still witliout 
power after a blizzard 
knocked out electricity last 
week. At its peak, tlie black¬ 
out covered the entire island, 
affecting nearly 200,000 re¬ 
sidents. 


Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 
12:00 - 3 p.m. 


Continued from page 1 

On the East Coast, a brief lull 
in the deep fleeze greeted com¬ 
muters, but rainstorms tlireat- 
ened to turn roads and 
sidewalks mto ice links 
Qveimght as temperatures 
were expected to plunge 

Deaths blamed on tlie frigid 
weather include a worker 
emshed by a 100-foot (30- 
meter) pile of salt being pre¬ 
pared to treat roads on Fnday, 
and a 71-year-old woman suf¬ 
fering from Alzheimer's dis¬ 
ease who froze to death after 
getting lost in New York state. 

The body of a SO-yeai'-old 
woman was found face down 
m the snow next to her cai' in 
Ohio Monday morning, the 
Toledo Blade reported 

At least a dozen other peo¬ 
ple were reportedly killed in 
crashes on icy roads, including 
four people ^ose sport utility 
vehicle slid off a niral Min¬ 
nesota highway and fell into 
the Mississippi River 

Four Chicago men aged 43 
to 63 died of appai'enl heart at¬ 
tacks while shoveling the snow 
over tlie weekend, the Clncago 
Tribune reported. 

The cold snap came after 
two massive winter storms 
snarled travel, grounded tliou- 
sands of flights and dumped as 
mui± as two feet (60 centime¬ 
ters) of snow in the first few 
days of the year. 

More than 3,600 US fliglits 


had been cancelled by Monday 
afternoon and neaiiy 5^000 
were delayed, according to 
FliglitAware 

Tlie city of Chicago was 
among scores of municipalities 
winch told parents to keep 
then children at home rather 
than risk sending them out into 
winds so bitter that skin could 
ft'eeze in a matter of minutes. 

Tlie governor of Miimesota 
cancelled school across the en¬ 
tire state yesterday. 

Illinois Governor Pat Quinn 
declared a state of emergency 
and called up tlie Nation^ 
Guard to help rescue stranded 
motorists as high winds 
wlnpped up blinding snow 

Quimi praised the “heroic" 
efforts of National Guard 
troops who cleared a 375 vehi¬ 
cle backup and a forestry offi¬ 
cer who rescued seven 
stranded people and two of 
their pets using a snowmobile 

In Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
officials warned residents to 
stay indoors and uiged schools 
to shut down as temperatures 
dropped to -12 Fahi enheit (-24 
Celsius), with the wind dull 
making it feel like -37. 

Indianapolis mayor Greg 
Ballardbaired everyone except 
emergency workers from driv¬ 
ing at the height of the stonn 
Sunday and urged residents 
yesterday to stay indoors un¬ 
less absolutely necessary. 


BETHLEHEM : Palesti¬ 
nian Christian children, 
dressed up as Santa 
Claus, sit on the floor in 
the Church of the Nati¬ 
vity, accepted by Chris¬ 
tians as the birth place 
of Jesus Christ, as faith- 
fui flock m the church to 
celebrate Christian Or¬ 
thodox Christmas eve, 
on January 6, 20t4, in 
the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem. 

(AFP PHOTO) 
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Spanish 
minister in 
Panama to 
end $1.6-bn 
canal row 
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Schumacher stable but still in criticai condition 


PANAMA CITY (AFP) - A Spa¬ 
nish cabinet nnmster laimched 
inediation efforts in PauEiina 
yesterday to resolve a $l.d bil¬ 
lion dispute threatening to halt 
the expansion of the Central 
Ameiican nation's vital canal. 

Riblic Works Minister Ana 
Pastor held sepai'ate meetings 
with. Panama's president and 
executives of the Spanish-led 
consortium that has threatened 
to stop the project this month 
unless local authorities pay for 
the massive cost overruns. 

After the two meetings. 
Pastor said tlie Grupo Unidos 
por el Canal (GUPC) consor¬ 
tium wanted to negotiate away 
out of the impasse. 

"Tlie commitment of GUPC 
IS to resolve eveiything within 
the contract and for ttiat reason 
they will sit down for dialogue. 
We are tiymg to reach an 
agreement tliat will be goo d for 
eveiybody,“ Pastor said after 
talks With Panamanian Presi¬ 
dent Pacardo Martinelli 

Martinelli said the consor¬ 
tium and the Panama CanaJ 
Authonty need to find a solu¬ 
tion, even if it means going 
through international arbitra¬ 
tion. "Surely solutions will be 
found witluii the meeting. Hiis 
is a project of global scope for 
Spain, Panama and tlie mar¬ 
itime community," he said. 

Tlie construction group, 
wluch includes Impreglio of 
Italy Belgium's Jan de Nul of 
Belgium and Constructora Ur- 
hana of Panama, warned on 
December 3Q tliat it would sus- 
p end work in 2 1 days if autlior- 
ities failed to pay for extra 
■‘unforeseen" charges. 

Tlie exp ansi Dll project aims 
to make the SO-kilometer (50- 
mile) wateiway, winch, handles 
five percent of global maritime 
trade, hig enough to handle 
new, giant cargo ships tliat can 
carry 1J,QOO containers. 

Currently the canal can 
handle sliips laige enough to 
carry 5^000 containers 

Tlie United Slates built the 
canal between 19D4 and 1914 
and had full control of the wa- 
leiway until handing it over to 
Panama m late 1999. 

Hie consortium began wurk 
on a tliurd set of larger canal 
locks in 2009 and expects to 
complete construction in June 
2015, already mne months 
ov ei'tlie conti'actual date. Work 
IS about 70 percent complete. 

Tlie overall cost o f the proj - 
eel has been estimated at $5.2 
hilhoii 


GRENOBLE (AFP} - Doctors 
treating Michael Schumacher 
said yesterday the Formula 
One legend remained in a sta¬ 
ble but critical condition fol¬ 
lowing his life-threatening 
skmig accident. 

Schumacher has been m a 
medically induced coma since 
the accident on December 29 
in the French ski resort of 
Meribel. 

"The clinical state of 
Michael Schumacher is con¬ 
sidered as stable and is being 
constantly monitored as he re¬ 
ceives medical treatment," a 


statement ffom Grenoble's 
University Hospital said. 

"However, the medical 
team in chai'ge of his care un¬ 
derlines that they conhnue to 
consider Michael's condition 
as critical " 

Hie team treating Schu¬ 
macher said they would he 
giving no details of the treat¬ 
ment the 45-yeai'-old IS receiv¬ 
ing in order to protect iiis right 
to privacy. 

"Hie privacy of the pabenl 
demands that we are not going 
into details of lus treatment, 
and this is why we do not en¬ 


visage any press conferences 
or statements m the near fu¬ 
ture." 

French prosecutors mean- 
wlule said they would tins 
week brief journalists on their 
investigation into Schu¬ 
macher's accident 

A press conference will he 
held on Wednesday at 11.00 
am in the Alpine town of Al¬ 
bertville, local prosecutor 
Patrick QiJincy told AFP 

Investigators ai'e focusing 
on the retired racer's speed 
when he fell and slammed his 
head on a rock on a small off- 


piste section, prompting lus 
evacuation by helicopter to 
Grenoble. 

Prosecutors are also look¬ 
ing at whetliertlie limits of the 
ski runs next to the accident 
site were correctly marked and 
whether the rock in question 
was lying close enough to the 
piste to require some kind of 
protection or signage. 

Hiey are also examining 
whether tlie safety releases on 
Schumacher's skis operated 
properly in a probe aimed at 
determining responsibility for 
the accident. 
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lirtornot gap batweon black, 
white seniors: study 


Meditation offers slight relief 
from anxiety: study 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
MeditaJliDn may help ease 
aiisaety aiid depression in 
certain patients, and in 
same cases the practice 
may be as effective as 
taking anti-depressant 
medications, said a study 
Monday. 

However, a review of 
scientific literature on 
mindftvlness meditation 
published in the Journal 
of the Ainencan Medical 
Association found that 
the effects of meditation 
are limited. 

For instance, little or 
no evidence could be 
found of meditation's im¬ 



ception that mindful¬ 
ness meditation pro¬ 
vided a small but 
possibly meaningful 
degree of relief firom 
psychological dis¬ 
tress " 

Tlie patients who 
received these bene¬ 
fits did not typically 
have full-blo'Lvn anx¬ 
iety or depression. 

Mindfulness med¬ 
itation is usually 
practiced for about 
30 minutes per day, 
and emphasizes ac¬ 
ceptance of feelings 
and tlioughts without 
judgment. It also re¬ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Afirican Americans over the 
age of fi5 ai'e much less likely 
to spend time online tlian their 
wlute counterpaits, according 
to a study released on Monday. 

The Pew Internet and 
Ainencan Life Project sur\^ey 
found that just 45 percent of 
black semors are internet 
users, compared to 63 percent 
amongst \s4iites. 

The study of 'African 
Americans and Technology 
Use' also found only 30 per¬ 
cent of black seniors had 
broadband Internet access, 
compared to 51 percent of 
wliiles. 

Overall, US blacks con¬ 
tinue to lag belund whites in 
terms of Internet use and ac¬ 
cess to 111 gli-speed broadband 
at home. 

Some S7 percent of wliites 
go on the Internet, compared 
to SO percent of Afiican Amer¬ 
icans, while 74 percent of 


wliites had broadband at home 
compared to 62 percent for 
blacks. 

The study, which analyzed 
findings from 6,010 Alien can 
adults including 664 who 
identify as African Amencan, 
found a greater panty amongst 
younger web users however. 

Young, CO liege-educated, 
and higher income blacks 
were just as likely to use the 
Internet and have broadband at 
home. 

"Hie survey found Afirican 
Americans were floclang to 
micro-blogging site Twitter in 
gre ater numb ers S om e 2 2 p er- 
cenl of blacks online use Twit¬ 
ter, compared to 16 percent of 
wliites. 

TwiUerhad also cast a spell 
on younger African Alien can 
web users. Foi'ty percent of 
blacks between IS and 29 use 
Twitter, compai'ed to only 28 
percent of wliites in the same 


pact on positive mood, atten¬ 
tion, substance use, eating 
habits, sleep and weight. 

Mindfulness meditation is 
a fomi of Buddhist self- 
awareness designed to focus 
attention -- not judgement-- 
to the moment at hand, the 
JAMA study said. 

"Tlie evidence suggests 
that mindfiilness meditation 
programs could help reduce 
anxiety, depression, and pain 
in some clinical populations," 
it said. 

"Tlius, clinicians should 
be prepared to talk with their 
patients about the role tliat a 
meditation program could 
have m addressing psycho¬ 
logical stress." 

Tlie systematic review and 
meta-analysis was led by ex¬ 
perts at Johns Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity and included 47 
randomized dim cal trials 
with 3,515 participants 

Of tlie thousands of stud¬ 
ies the authors found on the 
topic, just three percent were 
s ci enti fi cally ri g or ous 

enough to meet the entena 
for inclusion iii tlie JAMA re¬ 


view 

Tliose that were reviewed 
found some small to moder¬ 
ate benefits, but lacked evi¬ 
dence of leading to better 
health. 

'Contrary to popular he- 
het tlie studies overall failed 
to show much benefit fi'om 
meditation witli regard to re¬ 
lief of suffering or iiiiprove¬ 
in ent in overall hedtli,"' said 
an accompanying commen¬ 
tary by Allan Goroll, a doctor 
at Harvard University. 

'With the important ex¬ 


quires body and mind relax¬ 
ation. 

'A lot of people have tins 
idea that meditation means 
sitting down and doing noth¬ 
ing,' said the JAMA study's 
lead author Madhav Goyal, 
an assistant professor at the 
Jolins Hopkins University 
School of Medicine. 

'But that's not true. Medi¬ 
tation IS an active Iraimng of 
the mind to increase aware¬ 
ness, and different meditation 
programs approach tins in 
different ways." 
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Nissan unveils London 
black taxi model 



LONDON (AFP) - JapEnneije cannaker Nissan unveiled Monday 
its version of London's iconic black tazi, a market cuiTently dom¬ 
inated by Chinese firm Geely. 

Nissan dainis its new l.d litre peti'ol en^ne taxi will be 
cleaner than the current diesel cabs being used in the British cap¬ 
ital. 

"The NV2B0 cab for London is part of Nissan's global tazi 
programme, wbch also encompasses New York, Barcelona and 
Tol^o. Hie London version's design is bespoke, reflecting the 
rich hentage and status of London's black cabs," the company 
said. 

Hie new cab was first unveiled m August 2012, but after feed- 
hack fi'om Mayor Boris Johnson's office it has been redesigned 
to more closely resemble the black cab "face" witlibigger head¬ 
lights, a prominent taxi sign and a big front giille. 

Hie new cab adheres to the strict regulations governing the 
capital's blaick cabs -- known officially as Hackney Carriages -- 
induding the required 25-foot (7.d-nietre) turning circle. 

The vehicle will be produced at Nissan's existing plant in 
Barcelona and modifications will be added in Britain, home to 
the company's huge Sunderland plant 

It will go on sale in London in December pnced about 
£30,0OD (49.25D euros, $25,000). 

Hie company enters ihe market as the onginal maker of Lon¬ 
don's famous black cabs finds a new life. 

Clnnese auto manufacturer Zhejiang Geely Holding Group 
last year rescued fiom bankruptcy what is nowlmown as London 
Taxi Co. 


New Bruce Springsteen album 
'High Hopes” goes online 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Bmce Springsteen's ISth stu¬ 
dio album "High Hopes" went 
online in the Umted Stales 
Sunday, 10 days before its 
general release -- and on the 
41 St anniversary of The Boss's 
debut outing. 

Television network CBS 
had announced it would host 
tlie Internet-only pre-release at 
WWW cb s. com/^o ws/the_g o o 
d_wife/springSteen after the 
conclusion of this week's 
episode of "The Good Wife" at 
around 10:00 pm (0300 GMT 
Monday) in a unique lie-in 
witli tlie top-rated legal drama 

But American fans of the 
New Jersey-bom rock b' roll 
voice of blue-collai' America 
were delighted to discover the 
audio sti'earn went online ear¬ 
lier m tire evening — and mitial 
reviews were upbeat. 


"By the time that track 
draws to its haunting conclu¬ 
sion, youU likely find that de¬ 
spite the rocky start, the 
album's familiar themes of 
hope, redemption and love's 
ability to trump adversity have 
worked their magic tlie way 
they do on any good Spring¬ 
steen release," wrote Pete Cln- 
ancaat Blogness on The Edge 
of Town, a blog dedicated to 
tlie 64-year-old rock legend. 

As a CBS spokeswoman 
told AFP, tlie online stream is 
available only m the United 
States. In Pans, only the title 
track -- released as a video a 
few weeks ago -- could be 
heard on the website, the other 
11 songs came up as" currently 
not available." 

Some lucky fans already 
have “High Hopes" -- Spnng- 
steen's frrst album since 


"Wrecking Ball" in 
2012 - on their digi¬ 
tal players after it 
bnefly leaked out on 
Amazon.com as an 
MP3 dowidoad last 
weekend. 

Springst een's 
label IS Columbia 
P^.ecords, a Sony 
Music Entertainment 
subsidiary fomierly 
owned by CBS that 
was behind the sur¬ 
prise online release 
of Beyonce's epony¬ 
mous fifth album on 
December 13. That 
record is currently 
enjoytug its tlnrd 
week atop the Billboard 200 
album chart, having sold more 
tlian 1.3 miUion copies. 

Eagerly anticipated, "Higli 
Hopes" IS a mix of cover ver¬ 
sions, studio outtakes and re- 
recordings that Springsteen - 
vdiohas concerts upcommgm 
South Aftica, Australia and 
New Zealand - has called 
“music I always felt needed to 
be released " 

Nine of tlie tracks feature 
Rage Against the M a dime's 
Tom Morello, audtwomdude 
tlie late Clarence Clemons, tlie 
much-loved saxophonist in 
Springsteen's E Street Band. 

And one track, “Down in 
the Hole," has Spnngsteen's 
children on backing vocals -- 
including Ins youngest Sam, 
who turned 20 on Sunday. 
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Weakened 'polar 
vortex” blamed for 
N. American chill 


PARIS (AFP) - Tlie bitter 
chill gripping Nortlr Amenca 
IS a result □£ Arctic air that 
has spilled southwards, and 
global warming may be a 
cause, an exp ert said on Mon¬ 
day. 

Arctic air is normally 
penned in at the roof of the 
world by a powerful circular 
wind called the polar vortex, 
said Dim Coumou, a senior 
scientist at the Potsdam Insti¬ 
tute for Climate Impact Re¬ 
search (PIK) near Berlin 

When the vortex weakens, 
tlie air starts heading south¬ 
wards, bringing exceptional 
snow and chill to middle lat¬ 
itudes. 

Tire weather shift is also 
helped by changes in a high 
altitude wind called the jet 
stream. 

Tins convection, which 
usually encircles tlienortliem 
hemisphere in a robust and 
predictable fashion, starts to 
zigzag, creating loops of ex¬ 
tremely cold weather or un¬ 
seasonably mild weather, 
depending on the location. 

■WeVe seen a strong me- 
andenng ofthe jetstream, and 
tlie cold air associated with 
tlie polar vortex has been 
moving southwai'ds, and in 
tliis case over the eastern 
parts of Canada and the 
United States, bringing tins 
extreme cold weather," said 
Coumou. 

Tire phenomenon has oc¬ 
curred repeatedly in recent 
winters, he noted 

What drives the polar vor¬ 
tex IS the difference in temper¬ 
ature between the Arctic and 
nnd latitudes, said Coumou. 

Once sharp, tins differen¬ 
tial has blurred in recent 
years as the Arctic -- where 
temperatures are rising at 
about twice the global aver¬ 
age -- warms up, he said. 

■The reason why we see 
tliese strong meandenngs is 
still not hilly settled, but it's 
clear that the Arctic has b een. 
warming very rapidly. We 
have good data on this. Arctic 
temperatures have risen 


much more than other parts 
ofthe globe.' 

Last montli, European sci¬ 
entists reported that the vol¬ 
ume of sea ice in November 
was around 50 percent 
greater compared with a year 
earlier, following a recovery 
in the Arctic sunnner. 

Despite this bounceback, 
sea ice remains at near- 
record documented lows and 
its overall trend is one of re¬ 
treat, they said. 

Coumou cautioned tliat 
Arctic sea ice "is just one of 
tlie important factors" belnnd 
disruption of die polar vortex" 

'Other factors include 
snow cover, stratosphenc 
warming events or other short¬ 
lived phenomena' he said. 

Otlier specialists said the 
link between warming and 
die spillover of Arctic air was 
still debated. 

'There is no consensus," 
said Francois Gourand, a 
forecaster at Meteo France, 
die French national meteoro¬ 
logical agency. 

'The melting of sea ice 
can have an impact on at¬ 
mospheric circulatioii but 
diese effects are complex and 
hard to pm down,' he said 
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Huawei alms to sell 80 mn 
smartphones In 2014 


LAS VEGAS (AFP) - Chi¬ 
nese telecoms giant Huawei 
said Monday it aims to sell 
80 million smartphones in 
2014, as it boosts its brand 
name worldwide and makes a 
new push for US consumers. 

The Chinese firm also un¬ 
veiled its new large-screen 
smartphone, or phablet, 
which will be sold in the US 
market and compete against 
devices like Samsung's 
Galaxy Note. 

The new Ascend 2 Mate 
can outperform rivals with 


Dg=£5 




Netflix to stream ’'ultra*' high- 
def shows to LG televisions 


LAS VEGAS (AFP) - LG on 
Monday announced an al¬ 
liance widi Netflix to stream 
'ultrahigh-defimtion" shows 
to new televisions being re¬ 
leased by the South Korean 
consumer electronics giant. 

Tlie announcement came 
on the eve of die formal 
opening of an international 
Consumer Electronics Show 
due to be packed ™th an¬ 
nouncements about vibrant 
new screens displaying con¬ 
tent about four times richer 
than what is seen on most 
current high-defimtion televi¬ 
sions. 

"We'Ve been on an adven¬ 
ture widi LG to create the 


best possible experiences on 
die television," Netflix chief 
executive Reed Hastings said 
during an appearance on 
stage at an LG press confer¬ 
ence here. 

'Netdix is proudto stream 
in real-time shows like 
'House of Cards,' filmed in 
4K, and will be one of the 
first major television shows 
available m 4K." 

Hastings was refernng to 
die horizontal resolution on 
die order of 4,DDD pixels 
boasted by new-generation 
televisions. Current-genera¬ 
tion high definition screens, 
comparatively, have pixel 
density of 1,D30 


high-speed performance, a 
large 6.1-mch screen and bat¬ 
tery life of two days even 
with heavy use, Huawei Con¬ 
sumer chief executive 
Fjchai'd Yu said in unveiling 
the device at the Consumer 
Electronics Show in Las 
Vegas. 

Huawei is battling for die 
number three spot in global 
smartphone sales, hut has 
only limited presence m the 
United States. 

A unique feature of the 
Ascend, said Yu, is "reverse 
charging,' to allow it to be 
used to top up battenes on 
rival smartphones winch 
might be running low on 
power He demonstrated that 
by connecting an iPhone to 
the Ascend witii a cable at die 
Las Vegas press event 

Huawei. which has faced 


criticism in the 
United States 
o ver the extent of 
its ties to the 
Clnnese govern¬ 
ment and mili¬ 
tary, is seel<ing to 
boost its brand 
presence among 
consumers, mov¬ 
ing away fi'om 
manufacturing 
for other labels. 

"We want to 
be a great con¬ 
sumer brand in 
the world." Yu 

said. 

The new phablet will re¬ 
place die Ascend Mate un¬ 
veiled a year ago and sold in 
some 4 D markets, not includ¬ 
ing die United States. 

Yu said the phone has an 
upgraded firont-facing cam¬ 
eras for 'selfies," and a new 
"intuitive" interface dial sim¬ 
plifies die Android operating 
system 

The new phone supports 
all major mobile networks 
and uses high-speed LTE 
technology to deliver the 
fastest Internet connections. 

But he said the biggest 
concern among consumers 
was battery life, and Huawei 
responded with the longest- 
lasting of any manufacturer. 

"Tins can work for two 
days, even for heavy users," 
he said. 
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Oil prices slip as Libya 
ups output 


LONDON (AFP) - Oil puces 
extended last week's sharp 
losses yesterday on flat de- 
mBmd for cinde and atnid 
higlier Libyan prodnctiQin, an¬ 
alysts said. 

New York's main contract. 
West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) for deiiveiy in Febru¬ 
ary, dropped 42 cents to $93.54 
a bari'el after rising eaiiier in 
the day. 

Brent Nortli Sea crude for 
Fehmaiy eased two cents to 
$1QI3.S7 a barrel in late Lon¬ 
don deals 

WTI had fallen by $1.4S on 
Fnday ending tlie week down 
more tlian $i3. 

"Everyone is talking about 
how this year is going to be 
better but if you look at the 
data from tlie bigger countnes 
like (the) US and China, they 
ai'e aU trickling doum slightly/ 
said Kelly Tech, market str ate¬ 
gist at IG Markets. "You have 
all these countnes that want to 
increase production but the de¬ 
mand IS stabilising or flat at 
best/ she told AFP. 

In Libya, oil output is in¬ 


creasing after its government 
last week convinced residents 
in the town of Ubari to end 
their ftve-month blockade of 
Al-Sharaia oilfield to obtain a 
more even distnbution of oil 
revenues. 

Tlie oilfield's output 
reached 207,000 barrels per 
day (bpd) on Monday, com¬ 
pared with 60,000 when pro¬ 
duction resumed on Saturday, 
an HOC spokesman told Af P 

Meanwhile, in Khartoum, 
Sudan and South Sudan agreed 
yesterday dunng a visit to Juba 
by President Omar al-Baslnrto 
consider setting up a joint 
force to protect vital oilfields, 
hiS foreign minister said 

"Sudan and South Sudan 
are in consultations about the 
deployment of a mixed force 
to protect the oilfields m the 
Soutli, " All Ahmed KaiTi said, 
adding that Juba had come up 
witli tlie idea 

Tlie proposed deployment 
would cover all oilfields, in¬ 
cluding those located along tlie 
border between tlie two coun¬ 
tries, said Karb. 



JAPAN, Tokyo : Japanese businessmen buy decorative 
bamboo rakes as iucky charms to "rake in" good for¬ 
tune, as they attend a ceremony to pray for a good busi¬ 
ness year at Kanda shrine in Tokyo on January 6, 2014. 
The ceremony was heid to mark the first day of business 
after the New Year's holidays. (AFP PHOTO) 
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Cigarette 
sales drop 
by 7.6% in 
France in 
2013 

PARIS (AFP) - Sales of ciga¬ 
rettes dropped by 7.6 percent 
m France last year amid the 
growing popularity of elec¬ 
tronic cigarettes and the im¬ 
pact of liigh taxes, tobacco 
shop owners said yesterday 
The business newspaper 
Les Echos put the drop at 7.7 
percent to 47.5 nullion ciga¬ 
rettes, while other sources 
said preliminary data pointed 
to a drop in sales of between 
7.4 and 7.6 percent. 

Pascal Montredon, the 
head of the French associa¬ 
tion of tobacco shop owners, 
blamed the drop on sales to 
recent tax hikes. 

Latei' this month the third 
tax hike in a little over one 
yeai' will go mto effect, hav¬ 
ing added SO centimes 
(11.10-) to a pack of ciga¬ 
rettes. That will take tlie pnce 
of the most popular brand to 
7.0Q euros and the cheapest to 
d.SQ euros. 

Montredon said tlie high 
puces had encouraged the ex¬ 
pansion of illegal imports, 
which he estimated as 
accounting for nearly one m 
four cigarettes smoked. 

Hie growing popularity of 
electromc cigarettes, which 
for the moment are tolerated 
m many places where smok- 
mg is banned, "must have had 
an impact, but not as impor¬ 
tant as tlie parallel maiket,"* 
he added. 

Some SO percent of the 
cost of apack of ingarettes m 
France is due to taxes. 

An electronic cigarette 
electromc nicotine delivery 
system (ENDS) is a battery- 
powered device which simu¬ 
lates tobacco smoking. It 
generally uses a heating ele¬ 
ment that vaporises a liquid 
solution. Some solutions con¬ 
tain a mixture of nicotine and 
flavourings, wdule others re¬ 
lease a flavoured vapor with¬ 
out nicotine. 
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2 Bedroom, 1 bathroom 
Mabon Kavef - Brazil 
Afts. 1000.- 
CeL 5649485 


Nissan to build engine 
plant near Rio 


RESENDE (AFP) - Auto 
giant NissEmwill hiuld an -en¬ 
gine plant at its industrial 
complex in Resende in Rio 
de Janeiro state, Renault-Nis- 
san cluef executive Carlos 
Ghosn said yesterday 

■ItIS the first time that IVe 
visited the plant which will 
biuld the Nissan March and 
Nissan Versa models," he told 
reporters at the complex in 
Resende, which is 140 kilo¬ 
meters (90 miles) west of 
Fdo. 

He said the engine plant 
would be inaugurated in the 
first half of tins year. 

Tlie engine factory, wluch 
required a $60 million invest¬ 
ment, will churn out 200,000 
four-cylinder 1 6 flezfiiel en¬ 
gines a year and will create 
200 direct jobs, Ghosn said. 


Japan's Nissan, which is 
partly owned by France's Re¬ 
nault is one of the key spon¬ 
sors of the World Cup, which 
will be held in Brazil in June- 
July. 

■Brazil IS a strategic mar¬ 
ket and that's why we are an¬ 
nouncing construction of an 
engine plant," Ghosn said. 

Tlie Resende complex, 
nowneanng completion, em¬ 
ploys 1,500 workers and will 
have more than 2,000 in the 
second half of this year, with 
tlie aim of producing 200,000 
vehicles a year. 

Nissan aims to raise its 
share of tlie Brazilian auto 
market firoiii a little over two 
percent last year to five per¬ 
cent in 2 D L 6, the Ni s s an dii e f 
said 



WASHINGTON : This January 6, 2014 photo taken in 
Washington, DC shows the iogo for the online gaming 
company Zynga.The virtual currency Bitcoin jumped 
back over $1,000 yesterday after online gaming com¬ 
pany Zynga began a test operation to accept Bitcoin in 
some of its games. Zynga said in a posting on Reddit 
over the weekend that it is now accepting in-game pur¬ 
chases in seven of its online games, including FarmViHe 
2, CityVilfe, and Hidden Shadows, through the Bitcoin 
processor BitPay. Zynga called the move a test "in re- 
ponse to Biteoi/i's rise in popularity around the world." 
(AFP PHOTO) 
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ACROSS 
1 Rum cake 
5 Ways 

10 OT book 

11 Resounds 

13 Sardine 
holders 

14 Pooh’s pal 

1 5 Mollusks 

17 ATM 

user's 

code 

IS Parts of ft. 

19 Pleased 

20 Pursue 
quarry 

23 Hockey 
scores 

24 Humorous 
people 

25 Corn 
holder 

26 Rescue 
worker 
(abbr.) 

27 Oval¬ 
shaped 
pill 

30 Reviles 

32 British 
boarding 
school 

34 Lodger 

35 London 
gallery 

36 Pays a 
landlord 

37 Languid 


DOWN 

1 Vampire 

2 Fifi s 
friends 

3 Former 
capital of 
West 
Germany 

4 Attacks 

5 Lemon 
skins 

6 RAF 
tie roes 

7 "‘Love __ 

neighbor^ 

S Commo¬ 
tion 

9 Continuing 


( 


see our websrte: 

www.themomingnewsamba.com 


story 

12 Posts a 
letter 

16 Pen filler 

19 Fancy 
glassware 

20 Sauna 
session 
result 

21 Lumber¬ 
jack’s 
shout 

22 Bring into 
harmony 

23 Grand Old 
Party 
(abbr.) 


25 Playbill 
lists 

27 Lincoln's 
coin 

23 List 

shorts ner 
(2 wds.) 

29 Dorothy's 
dog 

31 Hearst's 

Simeon 

33 Just 
discov¬ 
ered 





DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

Jan. 04 - Jan. 11 


O^stad : * Botica Oduber ’ - 5.N: ^ San Lucas ’ 


Center for Memodialysis 
Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580*2&40^ager 127*2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583*8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Atcohotism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583*1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 

FrL-Sun. 9 p,m.*2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer's Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

ll^pitDna 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horado Oduber Hospital 

Tel5274000 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 1QO 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587*1998, 587-5000 
In Oranjestad; 
TeL5S2-2116,5S2-1&04 
582-5447 
In San Nicolas 
TeL 584*5160, 564-6602 
professional taxi services 
Tel. 588-0035 
At Anon iUootittsfs 
Mondays $-7 pm 
Sabarta Litx&r a in Moond 
Tel; ; S33S9£« 
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“FULL AND OUTRIGHT OWNERSHIP” 


-- Wlietlier you're a first time visitor to the island, or you vacation witli us every year 
we invite you to enjoy one of the most memorable vacation destinations of your life. 
We know; v/e're Divi Resorts and Aruba has been our home for over 4D years. Divi 
R.esorts has 5 resorts in Aruha, in addition to The Links at Divi Aruba golf course, and 
the Alhambra Casino For years we've oSered high quality all inclusive and time share 
vacations, and over 4D,ODO members actively participate m tlie Divi Vacation Ownerslup 
Pro gram. 

Many of our guests have found that one vacation to Aruba per year is simply not 
enough! Our solution: Tlie Residences at Divi Village Golf 45c Beach Resort 

The Residences are luxury full ownership condominiums nestled witlun the lush 
greens of Tlie Links at Divi Aruba golf course. 

Make Aruba your second home! Condominiums from tlie$370s. 

You can now purchase your own condominium and still enjoy the resort amenities of 
tlie Divi collection. For more inform ah on aboutHie Residences,, visit our sales office 
located in the golf clubhouse at tlie Divi Village Golf dc Beach Presort. 

For questions or to schedule yuur appointment to view a condominium, contact 
sales at {297)7355252 or (297) 7356300 OR email: sales^diviarubaru^dences.com 

Make youi' xccont! home Ai'uba! 


AMENITIES: 

■ Shaded parking space with electncal outlet 

* Complimentary shuttle to beach restaurants, 
and the Alhambra Casino and Mall 

■ Membership with RCI vacation exchange program 

* Complimentary use of fitness center 

■ Complimentary use of beach chairs 

* Beach towels service 

■ 24/7 Secunty 

■ Garbage collection 

■ Green keeping 

■ Condo Liaison on duty 

■ Discounted green fees 

■ ComplimeiLtary use of driving range 

■ Preferred tee times 

■ Divi managed rental program 


5 Burgers Aruba: Now your best breakfast bargain! 



Delicious Breakfast 

-A favorite stop for a great 
burger for lunch or dinner has 
just expanded tlieir hours Bind 
menu to offer some of tlie best 
breal^fast hai'gains to be found 
m Palm Beach. Owners Aaron 
and Rosie Wahsever are living 
their dream: a home on para¬ 


dise wlule welcQimng 
all and sundry to their 
proud undertaking, 5 
Burgers Amba. Tlie cou¬ 
ple’s fanatical dedication 
to giving their customers 
what they really want 
has resulted m a unique 
menu from an mtema- 
tionally loiown franchise 
with a “5”, which now 
includes breakfast, 

“You never get a sec¬ 
ond chance to make a 
first impression,” be¬ 
lieves Aaron Upon en¬ 
tering 5 Burgers Aiuba 
m The Village Mall in 
Palm Beach, oue is 
struck by utterly spotless 
surroundmgs and a smil¬ 
ing, friendly, attentive 
seivice crew. Of course, 
the main item on the 
menu is burgers-the way 
they were meant to be, lluck 
and juicy, made fi'esh daily 
and 10D% pure bee^ die kind 
th Eft m ad e th e hamburger a tra¬ 
ditional American ti'eat. 

However, beginmng at 
Sam, patrons can now order 2 


eggs any style (omelets witli 2 
fillings are $7.9 9) and toast for 
a price of only $4.99 or All 
You Can Eat Pancakes for 
$199! Anew plate called the 
"Home Run* comes with 2 
eggs, bacon or sausage, 2 p an- 
cakes, toast &hoiue firies - for 
only $9,99! Best of all - un¬ 
limited coffee or tea - that is, 
refiJlable and never ending is 
Qiily $.79! Breakfast is 
seived from Sam until noon. 
Famous for their files made 
from fi’esh potatoes, Aaron 
has been working for months 
on devising the most irre- 
sistitle home files recipe, 
chunky and tender with skins 
still on; after much testing and 
tasting, he got tlie thumbs up 
from his harshest ciitic, 
Rosie, so this IS another treat 
you have to tty. 

A glance at their burger 
menu will certainly tempt you 
to return for lunch or dinner, to 
sample their famous specialty 
items such as the Gouda, 
Farmer’s or Man Burger (al¬ 
most 13 ounces of choice 


beef), and a Western Burger 
with Aarons' secret-recipe 
icrispy onion rings. All of these 
can be personalised with an in¬ 
credible array of toppings, 
(mushrooms, jala-peno pep¬ 
pers, bacon, cheese, lettuce, 
to mato... whatever, the li st 
goes on) at absolutely no extra 
cost. 


5 Burger portions are 
ENORMOUS! Aaron suggests 
diat even their small serving of 
flies IS enough to be shared by 
two He was veiy amused to 
watch a famous French chef 
demonslradng die best way to 


make fried potatoes on a gour¬ 
met cooking show and could 
only comment ‘'He stole my 
recipe!” 

Tiy them the English way- 
wilh vinegar, and you’ll won¬ 
der how you ever ate fries 
widiout it. Tins same 5-star 
chef also sweai's by Gouda as 
the best topping for the ideal 
go unnet cheeseburger. 

5 Biu'gei’j? is now 
open early until 10-isli 
Sunday-Thursday; and 
until 3am on Friday tfi 
Satmdays. 

Delivery is available 
to Jttost Hotels and ntost 
beaches I Enjoy a great 
lunch without ever leav¬ 
ing the beach by callmg 
5Sd-3904 However, we 
suggest you stop by and 
enj oy their auth entic, 
heaitfelt hospitality; it is not 
unusual for either owner to sit 
and chat, shaimg their knowl¬ 
edge of the island while mak¬ 
ing sure patrons are happy 
with dieir meal. 
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Ronaldo dedicates 
double to Eusebio 



MADRID (AFP) - Cristiana 
Ronaldo dedicated his two 
goals 111 Real Madnd's 3-0 
win over Celia Vigo on Mon¬ 
day to Portuguese legend Eu¬ 
sebio, who died al the age of 
71 on Sunday. 

Before the game at the 
Santiago Bemabeu a minute's 
silence was held alongside a 
video showing Eusebio with 
Ronaldo and other Real 
Madrid greats such as Al¬ 
fredo di Stefano. 

And Ronaldo welcomed 
tlie tributes that have been 
made to the man nicknamed 
tlie "Blaiiic Pantlier". 

" I want to thank everyone, 
especially to all the people in 
Spam for tlie homage they 
have paid to Eusebio. For the 
Portuguese it is veiy impor¬ 
tant to feel the warmth shown 
by tlie Spanish people/ said 
Pmnaldo 

"He was someone who 
was very close to me and ob¬ 
viously my goals today were 
dedicated to limi 

"He helped me a lot with 
tlie national team and he is an 
example for us. It is very sad 
tliat we have lost one of the 
greatest players of all time.* 

Victo^ moved P^.eal back 
to within five points of 
Bai'celona and Atletico 
Madnd at the lop of La Liga. 

However, the scoreline 


was flattering to Real as Celta 
passed up a host of clear-cut 
chances before Karim Ben- 
zema opened the sconng 23 
minutes from time 

Ronaldo tlien took centre 
stage as he swept home late 
crosses from Dam Carvajal 
and Gareth Bale to take his 
tally for the season to 29. 

And tlie former Manches¬ 
ter United man also revealed 
publicly for tlie first time tliat 
he will attend the ceremony 
wfhere the winner of the Bal¬ 
lon d'Dr for 2013 will be an¬ 
nounced 111 Zurich on January 
13 

Despite being named 
alongside Franck Fubery and 
Lionel Me SSI as the fliree fi¬ 
nalists for the prize, F^onaldo 
had ongmally said he would¬ 
n't attend tlie event in Zurich 
following comments from 
FIFA president Sepp Blatter 
criticising his manner of be¬ 
having on the field 

" Yes, I will go to the cere¬ 
mony/ he said. 

"I don't know if it is fair 
whether I win, or whether it 
IS Rihery or Messi. 

" 1 always try to do my j ob 
111 the same way and help 
Real Madrid by sconng 
goals. If I win then it will be 
great, but if I don't then my 
life will continue and I will 
remain tlie same person." 


England's 
Walcott out 
of World Cup 

LONDON (AFP) - England 
forward Theo Walcott will 
miss tins year's World Cup m 
Brazil after being ruled out 
for at least six months with a 
knee injury, his club. Arse 
iial, said Monday 

Walcott suffered a rup 
lured anterior cruciate liga 
iiient of Ins left knee during 
Arsenal's 2-D FA Cup win at 
home to arch north London 
rivals Tottenham Hotspur on 
Saturday 

An Arsenal statement said 
Walcott IS "expected to be 
out for at least six months 
therefore missing the re 
mainder of the (English) sea 
son and the World Cup in| 
Brazil in tlie summer" 

Tlie 24-year-old Walcott 
jarred Ins Imee towards the 
end of the match making a 
tackle and was earned from 
tlie field. 

Whilst on a stretcher, 
Walcott was pelted by corns 
and plastic bottles, among 
other objects, fi'aiii the away 
end. 

Earlier on Monday and 
before the extent of his in 
jury was made public, the 
Football Association (FA), 
the English game's govern¬ 
ing body, said WalcoIt would 
not face drsciplrnary action 
for making a '2-D' gesture 
from his stretcher that ap¬ 
peared to be aimed at Spurs 
fans. 



Apartments 


Fully furnrsficd studio apartinerrts, waihing distsince to Eogie 
Beach,, per day week or month, excellent alternative for your next 

vacation In ruba, 

bubali Noordy Aruba 


Phones: (297) 537-74S2 / S37>€474 Fax: (297) 5S7>8448 


WWW. 9 a 9 kf-a partme rTt9. oom 
E-maiL 


com 


Rousseff says Brazil will aieat 
Cup challenges 

Cont. from pg IS 


"Yet they are the only 
country who have had such a 
long time — seven years — to 
prepare." 

The tournament kicks off 
June 12 wifli a match in Sao 
Paulo between five-time 
champions Brazil and Croa¬ 
tia 

But the build-up has been 
plagued by construction de¬ 
lays and spiraling costs, as 
well as civil unrst over tlie 
billions being spent on the 
tournament as well as the 
2016 Rio Olympics. 

Fv-ousseft who was booed 
along with Blatter when she 
attended last June's Confed¬ 
erations Cup dressrehearsal, 
resp onded by insisting Brazil 
will get it nght on the night. 

" Brazilians start 2 D14 con¬ 
fident in our hosting," she 
said. 

"In Brasil, the Cup will b e 
at home, as tins is the land of 


World Cup hope Rossi suffers 
ligament damage 


MILAN (AFP) - Italy stnker 
Giuseppe Rossi has suffered 
ligament damage to Ins trou¬ 
blesome right knee but not a 
rupture of tlie cmciate as 
feared, his Sene A club 
Fiorentma announced on 
Monday. 


Kaka surpasses century as Milan rout Atalanta 
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MILAN (AFP) - Brazilian for- 
wai'd Kalca boosted his World 
Cup hopes by scoring his 
100th and 101st goals for AC 
Milan m a welcome 3-0 win 
over Atalanta at the San Siro 
on Monday. 


Kaka is one of 
several Europe- 
based stars hoping 
to nail a place in 
Luiz Felipe Sco- 
lan's squad and did 
Ins chances a 
world of good 
with two well- 
taken goals that 
f] help ed move 
stmggling Milan 
up two places to 
lltlr 

_ Milan coach 

Massuniliano Al- 
legn, who on Sunday con¬ 
firmed his depaiture from the 
club at tire end of the season, 
had labelled the game a rele¬ 
gation dogfight and was re¬ 
lieved after Atalanta rattled the 


woodwork twsce 

“There was only one point 
between us and we were only 
five points clear of tire bottom 
tlrree,“ said the 4 d-year-old 

CQai±. 

“Atalantahad a few scoring 
chairces in the second half but 
overall I don't thiirk we gave 
too marry chances aweiy. We 
should have defended better, 
but Atalanta are a strong side 
and (goalkeeper) Cirristian 
Abbiab did wdl.“ 

Mairo Balotelli, recovenng 
from flu, started on the bench 
with Alessandro Matn spear¬ 
heading the attack in Allegri's 
preferred 4-3-2-1 formation, 
wbdr also featuredimdfrelder 
Bryan Cristante. 


F.ossi's World Cup hopes had 
been tbowu into turmoil on 
Sunday as he limped off the 
pitch in the 71st minute fol¬ 
lowing a foul by Liandro Rin- 
audo m a 1-0 win over 
Livorno. 

The 26-year-old suffered a 
“second degree injury of the 
right anterior ligament," Iris 
team confirmed after he un¬ 
derwent tests on Monday. 


football,' sfre concluded 
"The tourists will have tire 
opportumty to get to know 
this multicultural and re¬ 
silient country," the leftist 
leader added. 

"Everyone who comes to 
Brazil ’ivill b e well received," 
she SEud. 'We are a happy 
welcoming people" 

Blatter said nr his inter¬ 
view that he was optimistic 
the toumairrent would go 
well, despite several stadia 
still yet to be completed. 

A double fatality in late 
November at the Sao Paulo 
arena staging the op emir g 
m atch p ut b a ck the c o mp 1 e - 
tioir schedule aird tests will 
only take place tlrere in mid- 
April 

There have also been con- 
strucliDn worker deaths in tire 
Amazonian city of Manaus 
on two occasions, as well as 
in the capital city Brasilia. 

FIFA origindly had in¬ 
sisted all 12 venues had lobe 
ready by December 31, but 
was compelled to drop the 
deadlme after it became clear 
that almost half tire venues 
would not meet it 

The specter of fiirther so¬ 
cial unrest also hangs over 
the event, despite most 
Braziliairs saying they back 
the event Itself. 

Blatter insists secunty will 
b e state of the art and said nr 
his Swrss interview that "I 
believe that Brazilians will 
not attack football directly 
This IS the sp ort's home, it's a 
religion.' 



Ta] 

Authentic Indian Restauran! 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36 ^ 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall. 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 
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Veteran Jagr to lead Czechs 
at Sochi 


PRAGUE (AFP) - New Jer¬ 
sey Devils veteran star 
Jaromir Jagr will lead the 
Czech P^.epublic ice-hockey 
team at tne Sochi Winter 
Olympics, head coach Alois 
Hadamczik told reporters on 
Monday. 

Nominated for his fifth 
Olympics, the 41-year-old 
Jagr IS tlie only player on tlie 
35-man roster wio won the 
surpnse Olympic gold at 
Nagano 1993. 

Besides Jagr, who has had 
13 goals and 21 assists in 4 3 
NHL games this season, the 
roster with an average age of 
29.S years comprises fellow 
Devil" Patnk Elias and Mon¬ 
treal Canadiens center Tomas 
Plekanec, tlie team captain. 

Jagr is not tlie oldest man 
on the team as Hadamczik 
also picked Petr Nedved, a 
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former NHL player who at 43 
now r^resents Czech, top 
fli^t side Liberec. 

The Czechs have to do 
without their top nsiiig star, 
3D-year-old Tomas Hertl of 
the San Jose Sharks, who has 
been ruled out witli a knee in- 
jury. 

The Czechs begin the 
Olympic tournament against 
Sweden on February 13 

Roster: Coaltenders; On- 
drej Pavelec (Winnipeg Jets), 
Jakub Kovar 

Ekatennburg/RUS), Alexan- 
er Salak (St. 

Petersburg/RUS) 

Defensemen: Michal 

Barinka iWitkovice/CZE), 
Radko Dudas (Tampa Bay 
Lightning), Tomas Kaherle 
(Kladno/CZE), Lukas Kra¬ 
jicek (Dinamo Minsk/BLPv.), 
Zbynek Michalek (Phoemz 
Coyotes), Michal Rozsival 
(Chicago Blackhawks), 
Ladislav Srmd (Calgary 
Flames), Marek Zidlicky 
(N ew J ersey D evil s) 

Forward.s: Roman Cer- 
venka (St Petersburg/RUS), 
Patnk Elias (New Jersey 
Devils), Michael Frolifc 
(Winnipeg Jets), Martin Han- 
zal (Phoenix Coyotes), Ales 
Hem sky (Edmonton Oilers), 
Jaromir Jagr (New Jersey 
Devils), David Kr^ci 
(Boston Brums), Milan 
Michalek (Ottawa Senators), 
Petr Nedved (Liberec/CZE), 
Jiri Novotny (Lev 
Pralia/CZE), Ondrei Pal at 
(Tampa Bay Lightning), 
Tomas Plekanec (Montre^ 
Canadiens), Vladimir 

Sobotka (St Louis Blues), 
Jakub Voracek (Pluladelphia 
Flyers) 


It’s official! 

Charlie Strong is Texas’ new 
head coach 


UNITED STATES, AUSTIN: AUSTIN, TX - JANUARY 6: Univeisity of Toxaspres¬ 
ident Bill Fowlers, left and athletic director Steve Patterson, riglit, inti'oduce new 
Longhorns head football coach Charlie Sti'ongfrom Louisville during a press confer¬ 
ence January 2014 at Darrell K. Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium in Austin, Texas. 
In a statement released by the school Sunday, Sti’ong said he was excited to betaking 
ovei’ one of the ^^premiei' progi’ains^^ in the country. ^^Texasis one of those places that 
is alv^^ays on yoin' r adai’ and a progi'am anyone would dream of being a part of because 
you have a chance to compete on a national level every year," Strong said. ”It’s special 
because it has such gi'eat lilstory pride, tt'adition and passion for football." In the 
53-year-old Sti'ong - the first black head coach of a men's program at Texas - new 
athletic dhector Steve Pattei'son landed a coach whose teams went 23-3 the last two 
year's, including a ECS bowl win over' Elorida and a blowout of Ahami to end the 3013 
season in the RusseU Athletic BowL(Getty Lnages/AEP) 


Postponed Mexico game shifted 
to Minneapolis 


NEW YORK (AFP) - The 
National Basketball Associa- 
tiDn has rescheduled last 
month's Mexico City contest 
between San Antonio and 
Minnesota to Minneapolis, 
the league announced on 
Monday. 

The teams were scheduled 
to square off at Mexico City 


Arena an December 4, but a 
pregame generator malfunc¬ 
tion that fed to a fire inside 
tlie venue caused the contest 
to be called oS. 

The game will now take 
ilace on Apnl 3 at the Tim- 
berwo Ives' Target Center 
arena on a day when both 
teams are off 
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RousselT says 
Brazil will 
moat Cup 
challenges 

BRASILIA (AFP) - Brazil's 
President Dilma RoiisseS on 
Monday insisted her gianlna- 
ti on WQ ul d pull 0 ff a su cces s - 
hil World Cup^ swatting aside 
FIFA cnticism that the hosts 
started prep anng late. 

"We love football Find so 
we shall proudly receive the 
Cup and make it the Cup of 
Cups," Rousseff insisted on 
her Twitter feed. 

"Demand for tickets is the 
biggest there has been for any 
Cup and that shows fans 
across the world have confi¬ 
dence m Brazil," she added. 

FIFA President Sepp Blat¬ 
ter, in an interview published 
Sunday in Switzerland, 
eluded Brazil for being slow 
to start preparations for its 
first World Cup since I?5Q. 

"BrEizil has come to reahze 
that they started too late. 
They are the country who are 
the most delayed (m terms of 
World Cup organization) 
since I have been at FIFA" 
Blatter told Swiss newspaper 
24 Hours 

Cant, on pg 14 
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Chargers continue 
surprising playoff run 


CINCINNATI (AFP) - San 
Diego, who snuck into the 
playoffs on tlie final day of 
the regular season, took ad¬ 
vantage of three second-half 
turnovers firom Andy Dalton 
to upset Cincinnati 27-10 on 
Sunday. 

Aid ill the National Con¬ 
ference wild card game, the 
S-Effi Francisco 49ers used a 
23-yard field goal as time ran 
out to edge the Green Bay 
Packers 23-20. 

Chargers quarterback 
Pliilip Rivers played mi stake- 
firee ball in Ins team's surpns- 
ing wild card round victory?; 
which allows San Diego to 
advance to the next round 
where they will face the top- 
seeded Broncos in Denver. 

Rivers tlirew for a modest 
12S' yards but connected with 
Ladarius Green for the go¬ 
alie ad touchdown 111 the third 
quarter that began a run of 20 
unanswered points for the 
Chargers. 

The loss was the first at 
home all season for the Ben- 
gals, whose post-season mis¬ 
ery continues. Cincinnati has 
not won a playoff contest 
since 1991. 

Dalton's game took a turn 
for the worse when it started 


snowing at Paul Brown Sta¬ 
dium on Sunday. Tlie Ben¬ 
gal s' quarterback tlirew two 
intercephoiis and lost a fiim- 
ble 

Tlie Chargers had every¬ 
thing go their way in week 
17, as the Bengals beat the 
Baltimore Ravens, the New 
York Jets beat the Miami 
Dolphins and tliey upended 
the Kansas City Chiefs m 
overtime to claim the AFC's 
filled wild card spot. 

Tlie Chargers stniggled on 
offence in the second quarter 
Sunday, failing to even gain a 
first down. 

But San Diego took a 14- 
10 lead witli 5:46 remaining 
111 the tliird by using a combi¬ 
nation of passes and runs dur¬ 
ing a 10-play, SD-yard dnve. 

Ronnie Brown help seal 
the victory with a late 5S- 
yard touchdown run for the 
Chargers. 

San Francisco kicker Plul 
Dawson hooted a 33-yard 
field goal as time expired to 
lift the 49ers to a win over the 
host Packers in frigid winter 
conditions at Lambeau Field. 

It marked tlie second con¬ 
secutive season tlie 49ers 
eliminated the Packers in 
playo ffs. 


■It worked out for us/ 
49er quarterback Colin 
Kaepenuck said. 

Green Bay kicker Mason 
Crosby drilled a game-tying 
24-yard field god with just 
over five minutes to play 
Til at set tlie stage for 
Kaepenuck to go to work as 
he utilized his passing and 
running game to move San 
Francisco down tlie field 
Tlie versatile Kaepenuck 
converted a third-and-lQ 
firom his own 31 with a 17- 
yard stnke to Michael Crab¬ 
tree before runiimg 11 yards 
to the Green Bay 2'7 with just 
over a minute remaining 
Frank Gore then earned 
tlie ball on the next tliree 
plays, including a three-yard 
dnve that gave San Francisco 
a first down at the 17. 

Followiiig another Gore 
mil, tlie 49ers let the clock 
mil down before calling a 
timeout with two seconds left 
and then clinched it on Daw¬ 
son's 33-yard boot. 

Tlie 49ers advance to play 
Carolina in the divisioiid 
round next Sunday. 

■It IS win or go home so 
everyone is going to leave it 
on the hue," said San Fran¬ 
cisco linebacker N a Vo no 
Bowman. 


Portugal pays final 
homage to Eusebio 



Portugal, Lisbon : Officials display tlie coffin of Benfica 
football legend Eusebio da Silva Ferreira on the pitch of 
the Luz stadium in Lisbon on January S, 2014. Tens of 
thousands of people paid final homage today to Por¬ 
tuguese footballing legend Eusebio, also known as the 
"^Black Panther’\ whose death has sparked worldwide 
tributes. Eusebio da Silva Ferreira died of cardio-pul- 
monary airest early on January 5, aged 71. (AFP PHOTO) 
































